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UM RECEIVES GRANT FOR MONTANA MANUFACTURING DIRECTORY 
MISSOULA —
The days of searching through several different phone books to find a Montana 
manufacturer are over.
A $300,000 federal grant has been awarded to The University of Montana to develop an 
electronic information system that will serve as a manufacturing directory. The Montana 
Manufacturing Information System (MMIS) will help the state’s nearly 2,000 manufacturing firms 
network with each other, collaborate on jobs and reach out to international markets.
Tracking down Montana manufacturers always has been difficult because the state lacks a 
central outlet for such information, said Bob Campbell, project co-director and director of UM’s 
Montana Business Connections.
“You need to make a lot of phone calls to track down a possible Montana manufacturer,” 
Campbell said, “and it is often easier to find the big firms in Minneapolis, Denver or Seattle than 
search the breadth of Montana.”
The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Technology Opportunities Program is providing the
-more-
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funds to create the new manufacturing information system. U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns, a member of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee, included language with the appropriations bill that ensured 
the UM program got funded.
The UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research and the University’s Montana 
Business Connections are building MMIS using modern telecommunications technology to 
address the geographic disadvantages faced by Montana manufacturers. MMIS will house 
extensive information regarding products, processes, capacities, needs and more. Program 
participants will have complete control of their information in a secure environment.
“Manufacturing is a significant economic force in Montana and has potential for further 
growth,” said Charles Keegan, project co-manager and BBER director of forest products and 
manufacturing research. “MMIS will help shrink the distances that separate our manufacturers.”
Manufacturers and decision-makers will use MMIS to:
■ reach new markets, as well as new sources of materials, supplies and services.
■ pursue opportunities to supply products and services now purchased out of state.
■ locate potential partners for cooperative marketing, buying and shipping.
■ analyze the condition and outlook of Montana’s manufacturing industries.
While MMIS is under development, the state’s manufacturers, industrial-service providers 
and others are encouraged to inquire about the new system or simply send information about 
themselves to Montana Manufacturing Information System, The University of Montana, 32 
Campus Dr. #6828, Missoula MT 59812-6828. For more information, contact Campbell or 
Keegan at (406) 243-5113 or e-mail mmis@business.umt.edu.
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